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themselves with the implements and munitions that it contained. Headed by Lamb, Sears, and others, they arrested and detained all the vessels in port, about to sail for the possessions of the British to the eastward. A quantity of rum had been imported into the city, which the collector of the port suspected to be for the supply of the patriots; and he accordingly refused to land it. Mr. Lamb, accompanied by Sears, called upon Mr. Elliott, the collector, and demanded the permit5 and upon his refusal to grant it, they tendered him the amount of the duties chargeable upon it when landed. He still rejected the proffer. He was then informed that the rum would be landed in defiance of the custom house regulations. The vessel was ordered into the slip, carts were provided, and the liquor was taken out and carried away. Lamb and Sears then returned to the custom house, demanded the keys of the collector, and having received them, they dismissed the officers and closed the building; sending notice to Philadelphia and elsewhere, of what they had done, and calling upon all good patriots to follow their example.
The Committee of New York, received on the 2d May, from that of Boston, the announcement of the late hostilities, and of their expectation of aid, and countenance, from their fellow citizens. They accordingly held a meeting on the 5th,* and recommended the organization and equipment of the militia, and the provision of ammunition.! The city was now aroused, and a grand Committee of One Hundred was chosen; an address was drawn up,f to the Lord Mayor, and Common Council of London, explanatory of the views of America, in regard to their rights, and expressive of their determination to maintain them. This address was signed by a large body of the citizens, and a spirit of patriotism and zeal, pervaded all classes of the revolutionists.
The grand Committee of Safety assumed the duties for which they had been created; a military association was
* American Archives, Holt's paper.       f Idem.       J Idem.